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Grade 2 Important Math Information 
Addition and Subtraction to/from 1,000 

Dear Family, 

Our class is starting a new unit of study in mathematics called Addition and Subtraction to/from 1,000. This 

unit of study focuses on using various strategies to represent addition and subtraction within 1,000.  Students 

will continue to work on developing fluency with basic addition combinations and subtracting amounts from 

100 using various efficient methods and representing the action of the given situations using appropriate 

notation.  These strategies will help students as they begin to compute with three-digit numbers, representing 

numbers using the place value model and adding numbers by combining hundreds, tens, and ones.  Students 

will also work through one- and two-step problem solving with bills up to one hundred dollars and three-digit 

numbers. The specific learning goals your student will be working toward are listed below with examples of 

student work showing understanding of each learning goal. 

Learning Goal: Add and subtraction within 1,000 using models and drawings and various strategies, and be able to 
explain why the strategies work. 

Example Problems Example Student Solutions  

 
Rachel counted 486 

silver beads for her art 
project.  She then 

counted 263 red beads 
for her project.  How 
many beads is Rachel 
using for her project? 

 
 

 

 

400 + 200 = 600 
80 + 60     =  140 
6 + 3            =      9 

 
600 + 140 + 9 = 749 
 
486 + 263 = 749 

 
 

What is the difference 
of 852 and 349? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

852 - 349 = ? 
 
349 + x = 852 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I started with 852 and subtracted down to 349 in 

parts.  First, I subtracted 2 to 850.  Then I subtracted 

1 to get to 849.  After that I could make one big jump 

down to 349.  Once I added my jumps, I had my 

answer. 

852– 349 = 503 

 

I broke apart both numbers into hundreds, tens, 

and ones.  I added the numbers in the hundreds 

place and got 600.  Then I added the numbers in 

the tens place and got 140.  Next, I added the 

numbers in the ones place and got 9.  Finally, I 

added the sums of the hundreds, tens, and  

ones places and I got 749. 
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Learning Goal: Recall all addition facts from memory. 

Example Problems Example Student Solutions 

 
 

What is 7 + 8? 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Learning Goal: Determine the unknown number in an equation with four or more numbers. 

What is the unknown 
number in the 

equation? 
 

335 - ? = 100 + 100 + 35 

 
 
 

 
335 - ? = 100 + 100 + 35 
 
335 - ? = 235 
 
335 - 100 = 235 
 
235 = 235 
 
The unknown number is 100. 
 

 Learning Goal: Compute the value of any set of bills up to one hundred dollars. 

 
Last week, Hunter 

earned 2 twenty-

dollar bills and 7 one-

dollar bills walking 

dogs in his 

neighborhood.  

This week, he earned 

3 ten-dollar bills and 

4 five-dollar bills.  

What is the total 

amount Hunter 

earned for both 

weeks? 

 

 

 

$20 + $20 = $40                              $10 + $10 + $10 = $30 
 
$40 + $7 = $47                                $5 + $5 + $5 + $5 = $20 
 
                                                      $30 + $20 = $50 
 
$50 + $47 = $97 
 
 
 
 

 

I added the money Hunter earned last week.  

Then I added the money Hunter earned this 

week.  When I added both totals together, I 

found out that he earned $97 in both weeks. 

 

I know that both sides of the equal sign 

must have the same value, so I solved the 

addition problem because I knew all the 

numbers.  When I got my answer, I saw 

that I only had to take away 100 from the 

left side so that both sides of the equal 

sign would have the same value. 

 

I have been using my triangle flashcards 

to practice addition and subtraction 

facts.  I know that 7 + 7 = 14, so I can add 

1 more to get 7 + 8 = 15. 

7 + 8 = 15 
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Things you can do at home to support your student throughout this unit of study: 

 Solving Addition and Subtraction Problems  

Look for 2-digit addition and subtraction situations at home, such as the following: There are 36 beans 

in this jar and 42 beans in this jar. If we pour all of the beans from both jars into a bowl, how many 

beans will there be altogether? If you have 95 cents and you spend 30 cents, how much will you have 

left? Have a pencil and paper handy and encourage your child to explain how he or she is solving the 

problems. Encourage your child to make up problems for you to solve. 

 Addition Combinations Bingo  

Make a Bingo board with the numbers 0–20 in a 5-by-5 grid. Turn over the 

top two cards from a deck of Primary Number Cards (0–10). Players cover 

the sum if it is on their board (e.g., cover 12 if 7 and 5 are turned over). 

Continue turning over cards and covering the sums until one player fills a 

complete row. That player says, “Bingo!”  

 Math and Literature  

Here are some children’s books that contain ideas related to our work in 

this mathematics unit of study. Look for them in your local public library and read them together. 

o Sea Sums by Joy N. Hulme 

o 17 Kings and 42 Elephants by Margaret Mahy 

o How Many Snails? by Paul Giganti, Jr. 

o A Fair Bear Share by Stuart J. Murphy 

o The Case of the Missing Birthday Party by Joanne Rocklin 

 Student Math Handbook 

Remember to refer to the Student Math Handbook available in hard copy or electronically in 

Angel.  The Student Math Handbook will provide additional information on instructional 

strategies to assist with homework or directions on how to play games the students have been 

working on in class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


